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»;c-::fgsaﬁ = THE HALF CASTE

undesirable positions in sociely in

Japan is that held by the half
breed, 1 mean the hall breed
" whese blood is a mixture ol the
Cauncasian and Japanecse, It is
usually the mother who is a Jap-
anese, the father beiog a for-
signer. Born in Japan, and entered on the registers
of that country as Japanese cilizens, they live
steangely isvlated hoth' from their mother’s people
and from their father's. If they at all resemble
their falher, or act or live different from Lhose
ubout them, Lthe Japanese look down on Lhem,
alluding to them half contemptuously, as ** half
eastes,” On the other hand, Weslerners are in-
slined to regarl them with dnterest, strongly
mixed perhaps with a pity that the proud sensi-
tive heart of the half breed resents.

E PJ;JR[-[A[‘S one of the most pitiful and

.
THEIR DISPOSITION.

HE Japanesc half breeds are wonderfully pre-
cocious, their sharpness and brightness being

almost abmormal, though as a rule they are so -
-

versatile that their cleverness is too general for
them to accomplish much in any one direclion.
Furthermore they are extremely erratic and
moody, made happy by the 'smallest of things,
and plunged into the depths of despair at trifles.

Some 6ne once said to me that they considered
half breeds as a rule hard and heartless. [ have
found it to be the reverse.
are reticent and slow lo make (riends, and even
where they make them, it is aobserved no one ever
gels really close Lo them, yvet when it comes Lo an
act of wonderful heroism or unselfishness, [ am
never surprised o find, a half breed the one who
has done it.  They are generous to o faalt
those they love, and bitter as death Lo those they
dislike. g

From heir carliest childhood, whether in this
country, Europe or Japan, they are nirde 1o feel
that they are dilferent from these about them,
Children wre very often the erucdest of lorturers
ay well as the keenest suflerers. The suflerings
of half breeds while in their childhood from the
hands of unserupulows, thoughtless children, can
nover perhaps be understood or appreciated by
any on. .

SAATe TR @ S
ALWAYS DESPISED.

SHUUL]J they he educated in Japan, the Jap-
ancse children will despise them because
their fathers were Kirishitans” (Christians).  In
this country or n England they are accused
of being " niggers, " " Chinese," cle.  Such
methods of torture are administered to these
children under the very noses of the teachers
both in Japan and other countries, though it is
less common here in Americi. When it is
brought to the notice of the teachers, they will
perhaps admimster some slight punishment, and
the incident passes (rom their minds. How many
acts of cruelty are daily performed by thoughtless
children unknown by parents or teachers. Toa
supersgpsitive nature such as is that of the half
breed, the smallest cut or slight is felt. This is
bow cypics are made. Half breeds are either
eynics, or they are philosophers or geniuses,

They are seldom ordinary—seldom normal.
I knew. a little half breed Japanese girl of
- twelve years who used to say that she loved and
hated every counlry in the world. It made her

“sgirl wha had no real country to be proud of,

ILis true that they’
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angry to find people patriotic, because patriotism
scemed to her so sellish—an exalted sort of con-
ceit. [ This is how patriotism appeared 1o a little
Per-
haps both of the countries she might have callea
home, had bruised her so that in Lthe midst of her
vearning and love for them, she resented the fact
that she hersell belonged to neither of them, inas-
much as she was an alien on both soils—entirely
different [rom those about her.
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NOT DEMONSTRATIVE,

JAP.’\NIESE half breeds are not demonstratve,
noerdo they Iove a great many people. When,
however, their deeper feclings are touched, then
the passion and trust with them is such that its
very strength becomes a weakness.  They are
not lukewarm in their affeetions, hating fiercely
or loving passionately: their lives are consumed
will the intensily of -their feclings, and the in-
evilable eresses they are bound ta enconnter,
The hardest, most eynical, carcless and pe
mistic person T have ever known wis a Japanese
half breed; the tenderest, triest, most generous
and unselfish person [have ever met was o Jape
anese hall breed. They yive all, or they give
nothing,  Can you gel bevond the harsh, eold
wall by which they surround themselves, forget
their skepticism, their egotism and cynicism and
reach the real warm, pulsating heart?  Surely no
heart beats more truly,  You have discovered a
new country.  That being you have always con-
sidererl so hard il prond has suddenly changed ;
he has melted into o yearning, hungry, human
beinge.

Pride, sunsiliveness—these wre the gar-
ments in which the half breed enwraps himself.
We say, A shadow passes by,” bul pull the
sarments aside even for aominute, and like Col-
wmbus in discovering the new world, your heart
will beat with a raplure that is almost akin to
pain. - IUis the revelation of your discovery, It
is the pleasure thal one might experience in dis-
covering that something we had always consid-
vred the commonest brass was the brightest and
best ol gold, which wanted only the outside coat-
ing, that the rough handling of many had lelt on
it t be removed in order to show ils genaine-
ness. Bul alas! these qualities are so seldom dis-
covered, and often the hungry heart of the hall
breed becomes so hardened from enforced isola-
tion that in a rash despair he plunges inlo a life of
excitement and pleasure where he is forgotien of
all the world,

A
LACK VENERATION.

‘TI[]‘J Jepanese halfl breeds seldom make good

sons or daughiers, nor do they have that
wreal reverence amd love for the parents which is
common amony children of ordinary parentage.
I'do not know why this is so, unless it lies in the
fact thal the same love and care that are yriven
Ly most gool parents to their children are with-
held from them. Their educalions are spasmodic;
they are taught the smarter tricks of their father's
country, and those of their mother's.  Very often
their parents do not live together and then they
have merely the guidance of a parent who is em-
bittered perhaps. Of course, there are excep-
tional cases, where the children are brought up
entirely as their father's people, or as their
mother’s, but this is only in rare instances, and
ucually the Japanese halfl breed docs not know
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the counsel, and the dearly-to-be-desired strict -
ruidance of a father, or the watchful, teader lov-
ing care of a mother,

. CHILDHOOD.

]’l‘ must not be imagined, however, that the half

breed’s life is altogether devoid of happiness.
[t 15 generally in their childhood ‘t'hat they really
suffer the most.  Afltet that period is passed, they
go out into Lthe world prepared to encounter sor-
rows. It is noticeable that people who have suf-
fered an isolated childhood, who in their carly
youth have been ridiculed and tortured by com-
panions, for no other reason perhaps than that
they were different from them, usually make the
very hest or the very worst of men and women.
Some of them become quite philosophic, and it is
nataral for them Lo weigh everything that comes
in their way.  They look back on their childhood
with amazement, wondering how they could have
let sueh trifles capse them so much  misery.
These ones doubtless even in childhood fougit
their ways amonyg their school mates anl de-
manded and got all their rights,  On the otier
hand the over-sensitive onés are spoilt from child-
houd for any sert of a higher life.
stantly being called numes and shunned, they be-
vome morose, bitter amd harsh in their judgment
of every one.

From con-

R
CHARACTERISTICS.
ALLF breed Japanese children are as 2 rule
very pretty.  They have dark hair and eyes,

wnd in thal way resemble more the Jaupancse; in
fact, they are in childhood decidedly of a Jap-
anese type.  As they grow older, however, their
features assume rather the.cast of a Western face,
their features being very regular and finely
formed. Their eyes arc larger than the Japanese
cyce but smaller than a Westerner's, though
brighter than an eyc three times their size.
They generally enjoy fine physical constitutions,
though they are nervous, highly struug, jealous,
conceited, yet humble and sélf~depreciating and”
overly modest at times, sarcastic, skeptical, gen-
crous and impulsive. 1t is hard to analyze their_
natures, because they are so changeable, They
are born artists. Maybe they inhenit this from
the Japanese, and being born in that home of
beauty their passionate love of nature can be un-
derstood.  Although they seem to have very little
love for any particu'ar country, yet I believe had
they a country of their own they would be the
most patriotic people in the world, though some
of them would likely disclaim this, as they so
often boast that patriotism is merely an exalted
form of narrowness. 2 i

They are extremely ambitious, but generally
meet with so many disappointments and hamper-
ments that it is not a common thing for any of
them to be more than.ordinarily successful in life.
Often the greatest impediment to their success is
their own erratic, proud natures. One does not
often find a Japanese half breed criminal, how-
sver, Lhough suicide among them is more com-
mon.

POSSIBLE EXCEPTIONS.
HERE area great number of Japanese haif ™
breeds, though they are scattered so much

that il is not often one comes into contacl with
them. I wonder whether the sadness of their
youth ever leaves them, or whether it leaves its
mark on them f{orever. We bear of few, il any,
instances of their distinguishing themselves be-
fore the world.  Perhaps the children .. Lafeadio
Hearn, the American wriler, and those of Sir
Edwin Arnold, the English writer, whose
mothers are Japanese women, will prove excep-
tions, as they will doubtless have the protection
and love of these great men. There are many
Japanese men, too, in this country who have
married American or English women, and whose
chiidren reccive 'cvery opportunity, but alas! for
the hundreds of pitiful little ones who are born in
Japan cvery year, and whose (athers they seldom
khow.



	The_Half_Caste

