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- Hlustrated from new Japanese photographs

HAT Chrigtmas is to the Western-
ers, New Year's is to the Japanese,
although  congratulalions and
greetings are not merely conlined
to the first day of the New Year,
bul at any time between the first
and fifteenth. This is'the time of
universal peace and good-will in Japan; when Lhe
inhabitants of the little Empire prepare to start
life anew, with all bad feelings done wwvay with

and fine promises and resolutions for the Tuture. -
I

In [act, the first of January bears the signilicant
title of Gan-san (the Three beginnings), meaning
tne beginning of the year, the beginning of the

CLEANING THE HOUSE.

HE streets, houses and gardens arc wayly
decorated with pine and bamboo, for the Jap-
anese venerate hoth of these, because they keep
green through the entire winter, and are symbals
of longevity. The Japanese begin to prepare for
New Year's about the middle of December, Even
the very poorest people give Lheir little houses a
thorough re-cleaning, laying new mats of rice straw
and cleaping every nook and corner with fresh
bamboo dusters, symbolizing prosperity and good
fartune.  On the second of Januacy the streels are
brilliandly illuminaled with lanterns, and hung
wilh _the national flayr and streamers of bunting,

g o7 e tay—OTT TRt
be tempted-to add to this “"The beginning of a
new life, " for so realistically and vonscientiously
do the Japanese try to observe the almosl national
rule-of striving carnestly to make themselves bet-
ter al this time that it becomes an almost literal
belief with them that they have succemded,  That
is a pretty truth, I'think—that a good belief gener-
ally tends to make the good reality.,
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PREPARATIONS.

OMEITOW, though the sun
may have shone just as
brightly on the previous day,
and indeed the whale year
round, and all things m nature
bear the same aspeel, yet it all
seems different.  ILis Lhe spirit
of the New Year. Then, too,
the busy workers who have been
preparing nearly a month ahead
fur this scason, have lund aside
the bamboo duster and broom,
amdl o general quict and lappis
ness seems o reign over the
Laniel of Sonrise, The lirst of
Janzary is the only day in the
year on which all stores are
cloeerd, as the merchants do not
recoziize the Sabbath or olher
hdilays. This day is o ouni-
versal halittags and nany, many
Lappy families rise veryearly -
in the morning to worship the first rising sun
al the New Year.
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CONGRATULATIONS.

m H.\l’[’\' New Year"—"Happy New Year,"

s heard everywhere, and the shining,
smiling  faces of Lhe litlle people beam 1rith
carnestness and light-heartedness; the very birds
scem to be trilling in a tender tone, and the ex-
quisite wild plum blossom (Lhe Nume) breathes its
perfume and loveliness over all, while the soft
straipg, of the beauntiful national hymn might be
heard from a thousantd homes, mingled with the
accompaninment of the koto and the samisen. On
this day all the members of a [amily congratulate
each other the first thing in the morning and then
sit at tables, each one having a little one to them-
selves, the tahle being perhaps not over hall a fnot
high. Spiced cakeisthen passed around, symbolic
of the wish that each one may drink acup of im-
mortality, then soup follows, and they all wish the
others ten thousand years of joy.
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heard everywhere.
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THE MOLIDAY SPIRIT.
m O’l‘.'\ RARAD Otakira! Owadara™ Prens-
ure Ship! Treasure Ship! T'reasure Ship
There they come, walking slowly at the back of
tieir richly laden carts, drown by oxen decorated
with lags and cloths of every color, and behimld

Yenuion OU S FROM UJERWORK™

them and all along the wuy beside them follow a
surging crowd of happy children and holiday seck-
ers. Now some vender pauses a moment to cx-

change a word with a jinriki-man and the crowd -

pauses also. Once in awhile some liltle bit of hu-
manity,in the shipe of a very small boy, gets mixed
up in the crowd and loses his bearings. A little tear-
stained, desolate face peers at you out of the crowd.
Soon some one has lifted him high on their shoul-
ders, erying aloud: ""Who owns this august baby?"
Then perhaps the kind-hearted treasure vender
slips into his little hand some tawdry, bright Loy
and the little dirty. tearful, grimy face becomes
suddenly restored to its \\-unted-screnit_\' and hap-
Diness, as he is restored Lo his parents,  Ah! but
the good-will of the New Year's has touched even
the rough hearl of the veriest peddler and vender.

-

HAPPY ANTICIPATIONS.
HE liule Japanese child looks forward to the
New Year with as much cagerness as does
the little American bov to Clhiristmas. This same
feeling of expectaney and joy at the prospect is

v
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very conlagious 1 Japan, and
almost as soon as the month of

people as well as the children
begin to talk about it, many
of them even beginning prep-
arations that early. Especially’
are tne young girls interes ed
in it, and often one comes
across gyray, laughing grouys,
some of them busy sewing or
fashioning odd toys and pres-
ents, others planning what they
propose to door buy, and again
others whispering together and
trving to make their com-
panions believe that they pro-
pose doing something very re-
markable and mysterious at
that time.

@A

NEW GOWNS.

TI‘IE young girls learn a new

tune on the koto or sami-
sen, and make themselves new
gowns, generally of the prettiest and most extrava-
gant shades and patlerns. They are indefatigable
workers at Lhis time, these little women, sewing
and embroidering from morning till night, and
are as much interested in a new gown as the most
stylish parisicnne lady that ever stepped. In fact,
when the New Year's inally sets in, there isalways
some one who has broken down from overwork.
Perhaps she is an older sister who has had to
make not only her own but her sister's gowns.

s
MEANING OF NEW YEAR'S.

A LWAYS before the New Year's sets in Lhe

pavents gather litlle ones logether and try
to instill into them the meaning of the New Year's,
s children, large and small, try their little best to
be unusually good, docile and obedient during this
season.  Though they play happy games through-
out the entire day, yet they will endeavor to he as
gentle and ohedient as possible. Looking at a
group of Japanese children sometime during the
New Vear's season, a Westerner is struck more
than ever by the innate gentleness and refinerent

December sets in the grown . -
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Jof tha people, which i shown sven anmong the st
holktarans of chililren, It is at this seuson, too,
that the youngaters strive to show the hest speci-
mens of thetr penmanship, and try to ontdo vach
other in abedience and goodness nd this tine.
-
STHREET PARADES.
N the days of the Tokugnwias the most im-
posing ceremonies were hek), the streets he-
ing constantly filled
with the parades of
the virious Lords and 3
Nobles, but wilh the * L
dawn of Western
idens, Jupan, relain-
ing nll her oriental- [

ness gave up a pgreat Y ! T ]
deal of what the re- ;

formists termuid “use- [ {1 |
less expense and dis-
play."  Yet the beau-
tiful pardes of (M I I
Japan were said to be ] T
as innocent as they 1111
were conducive of
merriment and  gdod

S

ferlingabuurd-though

some of them might
have seemed to
foreignoers, just as all
masquerades and car-
nivals might be said
to be.
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MAKING CALLS.
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aluppy horcignerwill Lring back W hisown country
beantiful aml rare wifts from generous and kindly
disposed Japanese. Dot Uie most Llouching g%ft.‘:
they usually recerve are Lhose given them by their
They take
wreat prude al Uhis time in making o, unexpected
litthe pifts to their Amerieazan (American) or
Eywisu (Foglishy masters and mistresses, as-
surtng them ot the same time that. “they are
a thousand thanks Lo them until before

serviuits or conlies wlinare very poar.

Lhey

left wherewith to hire a conveyance.
house where she was employed was situated on

13

dollars) in buying a present for an American lady
who at one lime had befriended her.  She walked

a distance of over fifteen miles in the early morn-

ing, in order to feach the home of the lady before
the neon hour set in, because she had no money
The tea

the highway between Tokyo and Kyote, and the
American Judy lived in Tokyo. When she fnally

reached her destination, she sank down on the liltle

step in front of the
house, leaning against
the wall, and slippin
her shoes, or sandals,
from her feet.

"Why, Natsu-san, is
that you?" The
American Jady was
standing by her. The
girl raised a bnght
beaming face to hers
and displayed her gift
joyously.

" Tha's account I
lig" you,” she said
simply in prelty
broken Englis
american
lady's sweet blue eyes
were misty. She knew
how little the girl

= e

iy could afford to bring
such a gift to her. It
. s o was an exquisite silk
obi (sash) about four-
2, teen feet long and

N

fourteen inches wide, . ..

HE custom pre-
vails to this day
of making hundreds )
of calls in one day. Jinfikishas are fAying
hither and thither from one end of the city
to the other, and cards are dropped at the
doors of friends, relatives and acquaintances,
thongh the ocgupant of the jintikisha will
not alight save in rare instances. Social ]
gatherings and banquets constitute the feat- |
ures of the entertainments indulged in by the
" grown peaple' durings this s nson. l

-
QUIET AMUSEMENT.

N spite of the general joy and happiness
visible cverywhere one is struck by the
quict, unobtrusive way in which the Japanese
take their pleasure.  Thereis no noisy rioting,
ne boisterous games, no drunken revelers or
screaming children, In fact, the sounds of
merriment are o musical that onc woulld miss
the, sibilant langhter and the happy chatter,
which scems to aévord with the beauty and
sunshine everywhere.  ITow lovable they are
to cach other at this season; nol in the West-
ern fashion truly, of smothering each other
with kisses, but in a gentle, quict way. Many
i door-wauy 15 [ramed with three or four sweet
little maids, their arms enlwined about each
other, watching the flying jinrikishas, the
anties of some clown or jugzgler, the proces-
sious o1 the younger children at their games.
Sometimes quite big girls will join in these
- games and seem toenjoy them as much as the
children.

@A
COURTESIES TO FOREIGNERS.

WORD about the foreigners in Japan at
this season. It must not be thought for
amoment that in the enjoyment of this happy
time the Japanese forget the strangers on their
soil, Any American who has visited Japan at
this time would tell you of the pains taken toshow
‘them every courtesy and make them feel perfectly
at home and welcome by all. The better class and
wealthier Japanese often make a point of includ-
ing the foreigners in their round of visits and many
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die,”” because of the kindness and good treat-
ment they have received in the pasl from their

foreign friends. And they bestow their gifts with- .

out any thought of return.

SEEM TO EMJOY THEM AS MUCH AS CHILDAEN"

AN INCIDENT.
KNOW of one especial incident that struck
me at the time [ heard of it as being so touch-
ing, yet pretty, that I think T will tell you of it,

"Onelittle Japanese girl spent all her litlle savings,

which consisted of a little over seven yen (silver

__besides beingdoubled,
and marle of the finest
material. SN

*Tha's account Lthis New Year, an® T thing' that
1 mek’ you present, because yon-bin'-mes® vaery’ -
kin’ to me."” .

" Why, Natsu-san, what did you bring me
this for?"

The American lady had even forgolten
wherein she had been kind to the girl. 1
believe it was that she had at ene time saved
the girl from being whipped by an unserupu-
lous master, and had obtained her a good
position, her husband having some influence
in Tokyo. Perhaps the sweetest character-
istic of the Japanese is their innate grati-
tude for the smallest act of kindness displayed
to them. RN =

Tt was awfully sweet of you Nalsu-san."

‘The girl made a graceful gesture of dissent.

"1 pod vaery sweed,” she said, "I thing'
pretty Americazan lady vaery sweed."

So the general good spirit and feeling
spreads to the foreigners as well as the Japan-
ese themselves, and as one surveys the happy,
contentled fucesof thislittle people, they shud-
der at the terrible old missionz'u'y adage that
"man is vile.””  Ah, notin Japan!
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A CHARACTERISTIC TRAIT.

The deferential, almost slave-like, courtesy
of Japanese women is atonce apparent to all
who visit that beautiful country. It is a little
difficult, at lirst, to become accustomcd to
their obsequiousness, as it is to reconcile their
doll-like beauty with other standards; and the
Westerner will hardly appreciate the feelings
of the Japanese student, who, after having vis-
ited America, thanked God that his wife and
mother were Japanese women.

Yet these dainty little creatures have much
in their favor. True, they lack the brillianey and
cleverness of their Euvopean sisters, but they
possess one trait which has made it possible for
them to exercise a marked influence upon the
destiny of their nation-obedience. If they wield
any power, itis the power of trustfulsilence. With
such women,is it any wonder that Japan has taken £
her place in the front rank of European nations’



