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{IKU TAGUCHI was not an the essity of providing myself with ;
RN MR i oot st St i o After she had extricated herself, and daughter in law’s service in the an-
i g lad Her father, a prope: 1 had looked upon Okiku ks 1 breathlessly at that: clent way,
u npertant ir lual, in that light, 1 she has been a disap- : “Well, but—you have got to find out “Never! Never! Never!" she cried.
¥ ) npt pointn t to I wish to leave my about me. T t-talk 311—". X pacing up and down, and spasmodically
1 2 : tates to or ¥ has been raised ac “And so do I. Keep still—just for a clapping her Jittle hands together
g 5 7 ; R e v MR ¥ 7% moment. I am going to whisper some- By and b er anger passed away.
P 1 f my own ideals. thing in vour ear. Don't tell anybody, She stoo sning for some
I par <6 is a female,” said Tomi, because these are terrible words for a sound  from the ining room. Up
1 H whe elieve me, though it is Japanese to say, but Oho! something of to the present | had met all her re-
e S = a modern myself, too, you know. Now bellious outbursts with embraces, rude,
! presse < she is an admir- pay heed!” but also to .the unconscious Kiku, de-
& ¢ ducat despised sex. She He whispered into her little ear. sirable. y all was silence. What
t IS er fil obedient— “Did you hear?” was he d g? Okuki hesitated a min-
i Tagu lities 1 t admirable She had turned ‘actunally p.’lx“la. ; ute, |1u~‘,! y stepped over to
e : “That is an improper sword!” said she the shoji her finger, she
ng i won What more could you in a faint, very frightened voice made a con le in the fusuma,
’ It ‘ i lv desire?” Jihei threw back his He To this .\lu applied her eve. Whatever
g ( « ¢ ell, I believe in a highér education ]augheq joyfu]ly. l.lkl‘ ~a  mis hievous she saw within apparently was not
s iF. “ A b &k i e boy, rejoicing in his tricks. what she expected, for with a little
‘ mon woman. She will be at a disad- “Is it? ‘Love’ an improper word! petulant sound she opened the silding
‘ entury } ntage in society,. Other members of Oh, well, T'll explain to you some day doors and weni into the other room.
her being cultivated, their what I mean.” Nobody at all was there. She looked
" ir i “Explain to me now.” about her. frown left her face.
.. ereat rules 1inds ):.x\.fl: ].’Shn_]ul not wish to “@h, no, because yoy are way behind An anxious look came into her ayes.
nf )r her mise be ashamed of her. the times, Okiku-san. Fancy a modern Suddenly she yan across the room. and
A S nd du S Tomi was silent, biting his underlip woman of Japan calling ‘love’ an im- opened wide the shoji on to the ver-
) la a 0 his rage. proper word! Fie!” anda. ;
aEe &' truce ™ e fosiiy s6ta She was much offended and forced It was growing dark outside. She
i € L i MmAke B Irune,. Lie amly fad. free, sitting poutingly apart from him leaned forward, peering about her.
v J in R Suggest son alternative to a foreign to the extent of three or four inches 1 n she sat sti rai ZFrowing
i ext 1 i), waliting, growing
S x desk I Okiku and I will readily of distance. dily more un and agitated.
hi . 3 Jihel reduced this considerably: When it was quite dark she still re-
B Y “Very well, I will tell you then, Now mained by the opened doors, and only
n who G do you say to a year in the foreigners—the westerners, you when a maid came to the rooms bhear-
i at this Tokyo ere is an excellent school know—think they have a patent upon ing lighted andons, did she move from
ne to know of many A he members of the faculty the v\;ord Tl;;*) say, tg us, it has no ix}el' position. Too plm:d to q;wslliuu
vy g0 A e er. 2 = meaning, or one, .J.n improper -one. e servants, she could not forhear
g 8 s wer s are graduates of .~\1.1-—r1u.m collages,.and 3 But we know better, don't we, Kiku- speaking of what engaged her so ut-
1 ey were OF f them is herself an American ¥ san? It's the feeling—the—the—great- terly:
A patior ac § est impulse in us. I adore you, rev- ‘“My hushand—took letters to the vil-
: TR fomi fiag his fan open to conceal m-r/ntl:\'. ideally. T",Z"“S what I wanted lage. It vite a walk, is not? I
ok % ) : to tell you, Kikuno. g 1 and safe road?
ag Then he closed it “When did you first?”’ she stammered But the young -mas-
ress upon his palm and pointed dumbly to breathlessly. ter has dr-., 1 one of his lette I
X th they had vacated. “At once—at the look at meeting. 1 fear. I picked it up on the threshold
ndescend to sit.” had been preparing for 'it, you see— of your room.”
. A S A preparing for you, and I did. It was “Indeed. Well, give it to me.”
: smiled bit, as her again re- just as it should be.” When the servant was gone she
f oved his coat and reseated himself “It was all quite wrong,” she sobbed. turned the letter over in her hand and
or tab After both had taken “Such a—a-—marriage i i:lzuinst na- looked at » address. ll was to hig
3 thel : T ture,” The words of Miss Simpson came mother 1's he
i S g G to her awkwardly. ble. Slowly h
sagre¢ Jihel was silent a moment, but re- under the flap of the envelope. It was
T
% ere is an excellent semi- garded her, smiling confidently. very carelessly closed and*yielded at
" “By and by we shall know,” he said onece to her ure. She took the
e . 2 ¥ softly. note out. ent she hesitated, and
out it. Kept by an The following day, seated, seated by then:
T s old, had n the old school. No, the self same shoji, where she had wait- )—no—I can’'t do it!" g
B s¢ ed for her husband, Okiku sat reading a 12 was putting it back hastily, when
ki I ' " Tetter: eve fell upon these words—they
da . g > My poor Little Kiku-san: By all ritten very clearly and in exe
s wi Tok I'here—I have means be firm. Bear in mind all T ,‘||..v n! large type:
have taught you. That vyou, my “SHE TALKS ALL THE TIME!"
Al ot ¢ 3 s = 3 most hopeful and best beloved pu- e Y' SR 5 = RESC S : X
B ‘ He empti s pipe, tapping it upon pil, should be absolutely forced into <_'7|'_" s _':Mﬂ Iy i b ""”'“l'
t I an odious union, at the very height She felt as if about to faint. Her h:in
) . : of your mental development, ‘ms sought her throat.
iyl well—er—at least you will horrible to me. T can only strenu- Her ruse then had gsucceeded after
. ot nt to r imposing one condition?” nnsl)‘lul'uv‘ Bi”l! not to succumb. _I‘V' all! He was writing Nome to his pa-
= - 7 vou do so, bhelieve me, vyou will rents. “She t all the time! S0
¥ means—if it is reasonable.” sk jnte - thet - hely hadoltas rents. She s E 1 : b
i o s @ hely 10peless s 5 he ced!
geye oY lucation for.a woman may be crushed condition so thetically > " ’ it AL d
. 7 common to your country women. Slowl he rs shaking, she
Jay = L liately followed If you, who have heen made to zee straightened the crumpled. letter.
a That is the only -~ the glorious possibilities of our sex, Her e ed. She stared—a sti-
: 3 fo fects.” but in any event it is seldom that hos- should succumb and go back to that fled : laugh, half sob, es-
. 5 - obsolete position of Japanese caped her The entire sheet v cov-
i Z : T rat AW Ly tile words are spoken. Therefore, it - lave t wives t E o =
jonji apg ed to be ruminating. women, slaves, not wives or true ered with the one sentence: “She talks
AT % SV i) is not to be wondered at that the pros- mates of their lords—not hus- iy i e st Y 7
S t then. I'll grant that. Mar- pective bridegroom when he heard the  bands— then, indeed, I will say my @}l the time! i g
7 iage certainly a worthy fate—even words of Okiku, so far forgot himself work has fnilmi.\ . X "f‘ilT- he wished 1(‘;] m«vakv his
. 618 e A gl Th 3 o as to leap up like a rubber ball bounc- Dear ch¥'d, keep up a rave case clear to his parents! 3
I . dern woman, Then it is set- ing spirit. Though 1 smiled at the She s about to tear the letter
8. 4 O att ic ruse to e . ag .y
\ 3 f = 5 5 S Kiku saw that his face was red, that f);‘?‘l'ﬁl:‘,:‘,f R o B e 59 .',;:;,'[ a2 SN, AECTOL. iad. ber.
: swhon: kb Okil progress at the American His eyes were round, that his mouth fell it. By all means, if it will serve ad Alx'ﬁ.u.:.‘ divorced _I\.zyiﬁ
" T AR g o - o agape.. She inwardly described him as: your purpose (rememher the end lone in the nu;um.vn‘n:‘.‘
e went S ) 3 itt short of remarkable. “A beast! Stupid and ugly, too!'— justifies the means)—talk! to cor rgelf with the
She ne the favorite pupil of the which was not a fair or true deserip- - ”“'“-th of her “dear ," to whom
. iforementioned American teacher, a tion of the boy at all. .! un_snivl‘r‘\d gt & Eoiath v ]»u:ar-!.. : she “'f"” E07AL: Once; it Misg. Stmp-
PR 3 o AR Before an open shoji in the Sakura ()klk"'_ .("l”ef{ e cheery. voick. son’s face became fativter | With -evety
= s Spinste o 0 sweet summers. Here hotel, Okika stood looking out at the M‘t-re towels, please ¢ y 3 moment, until it -.‘,, exting hed
1 n ¢ \ a it indeed to _make all scenery surrounding the place. She ap- She «:rusl;ml.ﬂthf lett r l‘n her hand, altogether .lrum her mind. 1In its 1*1‘.« o
ythers sex pause and heed. peared to be waiting or listening, Spa arew TSI up. stallly, appedred instead ‘the round,  boyish,
I fe and outspoken as a man—a her attitude was very alert, though she i, al‘l o o ’.""m:_ ple ¥ . Ccheerful  countenance of Jihei.
1 L E “ £ stood perfectly still, one little hanc A .w.\dnl_. I want my ‘\‘.Il!: to wait vdde she thought: “I have driven
-4 x. 1 £ T AR R e R b ot
perior n she was a walking dele- pressed against her lips. Suddenly her UPon me: Hi '” n“ witey ' Get me.'a - awaE) ;
1ight gate for the suffrage of hér sex. Her brows drew together. An expression, 1";‘[“"“"‘_‘ Vh”“;“ ‘)l‘ \.(I“ | X is There “';‘ ""!””‘4'] l'“;’l:“"[”‘"')."'
11 v i R E 2 rr half frown, half smile. swept her 1i er answer was to c¢lap her hands some or attractive abou 1er husband's
» g, oy PERORE. Sh0- e I”“‘QF\ % - ' W‘HISPL‘?ED INTO HEB UTTLE E‘AB ;:.i.dr ,-.-l,l“\?:h\;..‘—l “1-; her ‘l\,: gli‘\-“l,;]”:,.?}? loudly. To her summons swiftly « face exeept its natural good humor and
t 0lc ipon various small platforms in 5 a Curiously defiant, ul‘mu;l aggressive, a serving maid who brought the desired ;jﬂ.]--w[inl\;ux‘ exprs on, but 1:7 the
F ] ethod of her own native land, and now in a aspect towels and took them to the command- mind eyes of little Okiku now it ap-
: \di . ey s ? ing one within. ared surrounded with a pale, golden
P ydmis- re the condition of her sex She had better obey the parental sum- spread before her, she "studied it Just then the doors were pushed P& on thix e T j Df"lltd urrounded th a B
. i Tt x apart and a young man came into the A few moments later Jihei appeared. halo.
¢ self and to every indignant and out- mons and herself plead her cause. Too thoughtfully: Yoo -\r\pm:ﬁntl\' s h,m Bebn wilks His shining round face bore evidence She flew across the room, blindly
aged fiber within her, she fairly hurled bad, but really uncle was frightfully “A wife may be divorced for the fol- ing quickly, for his face was very rosy ;’f his rec;r}{ ];".th' ]”."' “'“ltri.“ exr‘,elle]nt “‘_’_T‘.g.f’i“‘[ by Deme.
ok Rt er ws at the amazed and in truth busy £ : 3 H o he wiped the perspiration from hig humor. inching his wife's ear, he ihei! Jihei!
1 s 1 vhat 1 ldered heads of her little (k- 3 In‘“lng i gy “Tad th} sork h?:,]v o 4 iy e threw his arms carelessly about her A number of maids came running in
1 : piwere i )kiku noted through her tears that 1. If she be disobedient to her I Ui tas A bt shoulders and drew her up against him, at her summons.
i I s a stupid °rfental pupils They watched, fas- uncle was also frightfully attired in-a parents at law. “Oh, here you are at last!” said she in cheek to cheek, “My husband?” she cried shrilly.
« her moy shog fort i . . \ * Aatsay E S, YW he . ink & ) pare istrs
} nouth shopt forth riotous- foreign suit, padded of shoulder and Okfku - Iooket - thaughttul. a complaining voice. "Did you meet .\.\ hat do - you rl:nm. O-Kiku-san, T“(T ﬂ[‘:p‘l .;xftl :h.ﬂ.?u,lz‘h‘z.‘ %
St ot . t iunciation of all the laws which plaid of vest. “ with an accident?” we've got to cut our beautiful honey- Just then some one came from out
hith tl had 1 rded t " N Suppose they should beat me! That Before: the half reproachful, half Moon in two.” the shadow on the veranda.
r 1 Gor ' mtherto hey 1aq €garded as quite ¢ e gres Miss Si 8 r i < € € a Y 8 s & % 3 X % el “r .
g G : e ; 1 o the great Miss Simpson now went .,.14 pe hard to bear,” she said. puzzled expression of his eyes her own She turned about uneasily. W h)o."heno! said he. “What is the
e ie P sacred and necessary for their sex. Okiku and poured out her cup of sor- - rs e ants “You see,” he went on, “my mother trouble?
. 2 § ~ 2. If ghe be childless fell down. Without answering her ques- il . “Mad R e jous.” saild o smit
w ; Used through centuries of oppression rows. The lady hugged her chin, wiped " uiin e tion her husband, kneeling, opened one Nneeds us at home. She's getting pretty Sachm .A‘:;L Anxmu.'. V(“‘I '.1 e
¢ . : b sl to yielding to a mind (or rather body) her glasses taOn G 2R Children will' come, alas!” sighed of his packages. The Wrappings were ©1d, and really some one ought to look ing maid. “She feared harm had come
n to 1lightened words of 3 ier glasses, and jooked very thought = 5 £ 5 288D to- th P
e g 2 5 » PPy s Y avet ¢ is ¢ after her. What a godsend you will to you on your trip to the village,
< b FEg little Olku wisely. of fragrant tissue papefr and his clumsy J
wisde ud To grimly sarcastic MIGH. SROIE oM < Shey maow. S, = ingers mtvm.ptml to un‘dn them with be to her!” “But 1 have not been to the village,”
£ ; re ¥ yielded to the persuasive doc-  “My dear, by all means go home. 3. If she be untrue. care. At the sharp voice of the girl,  OKiku's form had stiffened to a rigid- said he. B ieativ Tt
=T Balnt. the What do vou say L0 preached by this “extraordinary What I have taught,you can best be Okiku frowned. however, he stood up, looking at the ;"\ »"'"n_“‘{‘;'”mlg '1”:"(‘[‘.‘1'““ nwd ax-n‘; of p":gn;\lo\;]:llldle\\ discreetly, leaving the
4 4 » £ - h 36 - : A ackage orts e N e ¢ aflection e Jinel yosened, Now -4 ha e
§ Catnd b e Ak devil” teacher. She sent forth {llustrated in the home. Believe me, 4. If she be jealous. D-Hikd.,'( f'""r_l";imi‘ ﬂ“;}“‘n.t :" :wr (.:1‘0 of the antet thi||y_v<l~1l'“inqt which  Okiku had picked up her sleeve, and
" t e E x sl 3 ’ ) a2 : 5 . ng ut it, without speaking, into her ; & a8 4 = e ‘£ % 3
re S fany ¢ Yoatat” he school one pugnacious little the home is a woman's real platform.” Not I'" said Okiku, scornfully, iamlg G ¥ Miss Simpson had preached was the Pressing it to her eyes, she stood in
ite of himself, ti githor nf, after another, each to estab- This remarkable statement served 5. If she sl(“al But she only said: domination of the Japanese mother in (hf:“:}l(]t;tux;lvi;vfoi:4}-\1:]111! crying.
P , . ing 4 Q 3 a : . e % = s oW S N iKuz
j 2 Tedaad 1D lish a new order of things in various only further to bewilder the heart- “Impossible "Mosj exalted lord, would the con- ld“\,‘ R e i i o rwa s At b’ ke atood hefona
. h eholds, broken Okikt She i to h ol 4escendion be too great for you to AB 1€ W Vs, a daughte al
" he fairl “Have my en € 1. She retired to her pre 6. It > 3 5 in law in Japan is a very inferior per- her.
r 3 g : A she talk to n 2 answer my humble and servile ques- 1D Jaw in Japan is a very inferior pe g A e EPo
S tor ‘pent ol the Sountey ob han No pupil had listemed to her words cious room, a pathetic replica of some 8 0 Yool tion " 3 s son in the household of her husband’s D-don’t speak to me,” she said, “I—
arians, where civilization is only in its Vith Such eager ears as Okiku-san. far away Smith college room, and A~ dimple stole into either round Carelessly tearing away the paper mother. She can éven be divorced by in‘;;z‘i.‘: TRIOW. PN inh. 10 divaroe e
3 I h from her life of subjection, she sobbed passionately with her head on C¢heek of little Kiku Taguchi. covering, she revealed the single rose ;)}:":1[’ la(ll{,\;.rml il:fe ,::::::3;2 ?f tl(b’xr‘ 12‘;;\ “What made yvan think that?’
) " : 2 0" " > . 011 & 1 Sl ' d. Her ch 8 as ’ 2
rged Gonji, pulling at a leaped thirstily into the new order of the beautifal brass bed chosen by Well, I can talk!” said she. 'I‘S‘e I‘x:;d hln.:,lzht“ ;:‘er i;nlJ ”-;\u':e"" an and propitiate (h:- dread lady. aI:nl 4 “1 s-saw your letter t~ ir mother.”
urged yonji, pulli g £ - #* = o Ta auty, a cestly thing in Japan. 2 g e g id? Yelll 3 see it
e Tl he had ciretilis the Her adpred uncle had pre- teacher for Okiku. It had been a source A few days later she sat in . a room A anintad” tubned Wk become Jater herself a mother. when “‘\u\l“ did! Welll et me see if,
c 1 from a French diplom et ' 0usly pointed out to her the excep- of great wonder and awe to both Okiku P Wwhich were assembled the various “Oh, Kiku!” said her husband, seiz- she will have her own household. z He undid the little fingers curled
0 d from ¢ 1§ iplon " 2 K » P i x
1 ¢ stter ‘gently. reasor tional merits of” the foreign teacher, and her maid, but hardly of comfort, Members of the Taguchi and Hakemoto Ing her by the sleeve. *“Just turn g‘]" what gi!!?t\zllngutiln':lslixgg noo[tMtl:: about it, “smoothed out and read
us talk over e m er g 1y, reason- 5 L5 s g hea Simpson  pa d 18 po n s £
& and she now shared his views in re- since the twain slept under, not on, families. They ' sat in a semicircle, ’g'e;fj,'f‘e"., hz\t;" \:“;;:\S by e :]aughter pm law in. America. There through the epistle. 3 7
ab gard to the strong minded lady of the drinking tea and eating. Great quan- s b *Why, look, Okiku, did you notice

to. talk over,” said

ling himself. “The matter

hrugging his shoulders

se, 8

i A
tly a trick also caught from the
resaid diplomat.
‘T regret you value mmy humble opin-
fon so poorly.”
Not at all, brother.” Tomli's voice
nxious. *I have distinct ideas, as
you know, in regard to the bringing up
f ales, I believe in their suppres-
gion—the being kept in their proper
sphere Nothing is more offensive to
me than a woman of modern education,
a creature thinking for herself like a
man—without regard for the best rules

laid down fdr her sex, talking, walking,

acting independently. Pah! It is nau-
seating to think-of, even. Yet these
women are the very product of this
foreign education you suggest for my

stupid but worthy daughter.”

Gonji was drawing on his outer coat,
& heavy which fitted some-
what grotesquely over his Japanese un-

tweed affair,

derdress.
“Well,
speak

I'm off, then. Er—by the way,

did 1 to you of my intention to
adopt a son or daughter?”

His brother's face turned livid,
ered. He could not reply.

“yvou see,” went on Gonji seriously,

] am not as young as I was, and I feel

with-

piercing blue eyes and high cheek
bones.
Okiku was to do wonders for the

women of Japan!
indeed!

One year in Tokyo,
She was to have a career—a
profession! She should found this and
that club for this and that purpose,
with uncle’s money to aid and abet.
Her suffering sex wWould be so benefited
that her name would be blessed in the
land, Little Okiku dreamed such
dreams as surely .never before hewil-
dered the head of any other little dam-
sel of Japan. She saw herself an ori-
ental Mrs. Catt. She gave not a thought
~—she would have scorned to—to that
contemptible atom in
known as “man,” or “mere man,” as
the foreign teacher expressed it. If
she did think of him at all, it was to
recall with burning indMgnation all the
wrongs of the past put upon her sex.
“But at last,” said little Okiku-san,
with fervor, echoing the words of Miss

human form

Simpsen, “the proverbial worm is about’

to turn’.

About this time, the year came to an
end, and she was abruptly summoned
home. Tearfully she flew to her uncle's
hitherto comforting arms. He was
curiously restrained. At this time, he
declared, he was occupied by a most ab-
sorbing matter. He could not spare
the time to travel to her father's home.

the bed itself.

Dolefully she packed her fine modern
clothes—the clothes meant to be worn
on that certain trip to America. Lin-
gerie in underwear, corsets, kid gloves,
openwork stockings, skirts, and what
not. As she traveled homeward, a great
lump choking her poor little throat,
she said savagely, with a mind picture
of her father’s face when he should see
the contents of her trunks:

“Anyhow man is inferior to woman.
Certainly I shall let all males so under-
stand.”

She had no sooner arrived home than
they broached to her the subject of
matrimony® A youth had beén selected
—or rather Okiku's father had careful-
ly selected the boy's father as an ex-
cellent one 40 be allled to. There had
been some quiet negotiations between
relatives of the two famllies, the boy’s
uncle actipg as a gobetween.

When they told Okiku she said
nothing. She went up to her chamber
and pulled the sliding doors behind
her.

“I wish T were dead!” she said. “I
could not endure to live witli a man!”

Then she fell into a deep reverie; her
chin pillowed on her folded hands.
Presently she got up, opened a panel
of her room and took out a lacquer
box. Rummaging among its papers
she found what she sought, and, this

‘before,

tities of sake were also consumed, and
of this beverage Kiku herself was per-
mitted to drink for the first time. She
ought to have. felt quite a personage.
The assemblage was in her honor, hers
and the boy's she had not yet even
condescended to look at.

The sake brightened up her eves and

cheeks, Her ears tingled. She wanted
to talk. Also she had an inclination
to cry. She wished ardently all the

time that she were dead. Suddenly
there flashed into hér tangled mind
the comforting words of the divorce
authority: “If she talk too much!”
Little Kiku's lips curied up. She as-
tgnished the assemblage by a¥ unex-
pected, eerie little laugh. Next mo-
ment she sneezed.

Later she found herself sitting op-
posite to a person, who by his attire
and manner she recognized as a tyran-
nical and odious man. She looked up
and said quickly, so that she might
not be interrupted by her officious
father:

“It is better you should know the
truth. I talk all the time!™

Now, when a pair of newly afanced
people are thus for the first time
bfought together, a somewhat gentle
conversation is expected to ensue.
Sometimes where the twain have met
sentimental  passages occur;

~anyhow,"”

She was looking &4t him, and some-
thing in her face held his tongue tied
for a moment. Then he stammered:

“How lovely you look tonight, Kiku-
no!”

She smiled brilliantly.

“Oh,” said she, “but I talk all the
time. You'd much better divorce me.”

“Well, sit down here for the present,
he urged, pulling her down
beside him. A bit timidly his arm stole
out, then settled confidently about her
shoulders. She held back, but his arm
was strong and presently her head rest-
ed under his chin. Reaching down, his
lips found their way to hers. At least
he knew a few of the modern tricks.

“1 suppose,” said Okiku, intent on
talking. “that is a—Kkiss?”

“Yes,” sdid he.

Then said little Okiku, who had de-
termined upon a divorce:

“It is good!”

They had been married exactly one
day. A sentimental uncle had managed
to separate them - from the too closely
pressed relations. They were enjoying
a modern novelty—a honeymoon alone
together and in the mountains.

“Oh!” said Jihei, laughing loudly,
“how perfectly enchanting you appear
when you blush, O-Kiku-no!” '\

“But I thought,” said Okiku, pouting
and drawing away a bit, “that men de-
spised a mere female. Men are all
tyrants—beasts. We are merely their
prey—their playthings. I won't be a
plaything! No, indeed!”

Jihei growled fiercely.

“Whoo!"” said he savagely., “We are
horrible worden eaters. k out, mere
female creaturé, I intend to gobble you

up.
- Whereupon he kissed her violently,

things were reversed. At the wish of
the wife, the woman who has borne the
hushand may be peremptérily ejected
from his house-—so said Miss Simpson,
If she remained, her position was far
below that of the wife in authority.
In faet, her authority was quite nil
after the advent of the wife. She must
take a “back seat,” be careful of her
speeéch, be meek, conciliating—often
serve the wife.

“Why, what is the matter, Okiku?
Did something bite you? Let me—"

He was quite ready to scratch her,
declaring that the mosquitoes were be-
coming unbearable,

Okiku pushed his hand aside.

“I want my own home!” she cried.

“Your own home! Well, but where
do you think I am taking you to, then?
Certainly you are to be one of us,. My
little brothers and sisters will adore
you, I am sure, and as for my mother—"

“You expect me to be her servant!”

“Why, no, we keep servants—sev-
eral.”

“Oh, yes, I know quite all about it,
A daughter in law is just another serv-
ant. 1 weon't bear it, indeed.”

“O—Kiku! You must love my mother
and wish to do services fér her.”

“You mean I am to wait upon her
wishes?

“Why, certainly. That is a daugh-

ter’'s duty. It is proper.
woman.”

“Dou’t toueh me! said Okiku in a
suffocating voice. *“Let me pass,

please,” and she rushed into her room,
snapping the doors tightly behind her.
He did not follow her.

So this was what she had come tol.

She, who was to be an example to, all
her sex—she was to do the humble

what is written on the flap of the en-
velope? Here, take your sleeve down.”
She turned a little tear stained face
around and, as his arm closed about
her, she read the writlng on the en-
velope, as he held it before her eyves,

“This letter is for my little foolish
wife only.

She turned bodily about in his
arms,.

“Oh Jihei!”

“Let me hug you now, and then we'll
both forget all abbut it.”

A few moments later:

“And now tell me, where did you get
all your curious notions about men and
marrmge""

“You see, uncle and teacher do not
believe in marriages such as we have
in Japan, and they think an intellecual
woman should not marry, but have a
ecareer. I—I—really, I did hope te
emancipate my sex in Japan.

“By divorcing me?”

“But I didn't know—"

“Well?"

“That I lovea you, and you see, my
life had been so cramped at home I
simply thought marriage would prove
another cage into which I would be
shut.”

“It will not be said he fervently,
“for, you see, we are starting right—
With just one thing all unions ought

She is an old. to have—love!”

“Miss Simpson thought that unneces.

L1 i
“Did she? Now, look here, This
.came-a little while ago.” i
1t was a telegram from Toky Oki-

ku's eyes were wide as she rend:
“Married tpday at § p. m.
it was signed by both “teacher” and
“uncla’”
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