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Canada’s Loss of Many
Of Best Authors Proves

Little Short of Calamity
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Need of Canadian Spirit In Literature Is Stressed—Smart

Charlatans Are Slipping In and Libelling
and Misrepresenting Country
(BY WINNIFRED REEVE)
(Onoto Watanna)

Incidentaliv Mrs. Reeve is the first woman ever invited {0 ad-
Jdress the latter organization.

HE following paper was read before the Women s Canadian
club at Calgary recently and later before the Canadian elub.

With a very few and rare exceptions there has come out of

(‘anada thus far ne important literary production in which a
{ypically Canadian spirit is revealed. True there has been a con
siderable output of stories and poems of mediocre merit. These

are of but questionable value. Canada, however, has produced men |

and women of literary talent and even genius; but, foreed to go

outside of Canada to find a mar-7— | .
et for his W-’ll"k, the (Canadian | clipping cut from a great Boston dailly

| "
- to the effect that “Mise B. has gone
g ob ad to wrile
wuthor has been obliged ) T s e g WA G <

of the f‘()llljlr)’_ where he has quimaux.” When I was In New York
E;ikf‘fll up ]115 rf""-ldpf!“". oot apring 2t a studio tea whers 2UDs

nrl the nthr'r l';ml-i. with posedly Intelligent and enlizhtened peo-

. . l: _hfrl‘d I wasy Hﬂkl‘fl UOVEeEr ”'d

e . y ' ' ‘ » I » ey ‘n*
SrATT f‘]} an FI"‘PPTJ“H- ,hf' ana OVer Aagzaln soms peirfectly rigdiculov

dian allfhﬁ!', at home, is r-'}'hg"'i questions concevning our mode of

- = — e S

o earn his ,i‘-'lF;L! at something one womear Inquiring whether we |

crawled !nta our !gloos She though!
wa lived In houses mich as writers ol
Arctic «xploration have described. Yol
this was In New York city., supnprosed!
one of the greatest metropolises In
the world, but nevertheless hopeless

 provincial In many ways More thau

‘once |1 war commisserated vpon th. fa

slse. and to do his wrting in
"lui'}‘l pare NOUrs AR Imay be left 10
hm. lrrmgir:f* a doctor, a ':1'.1_1.: . oOr
 maan in any of the professions or in
nusiness working alli day long Al
gome cther employment and attempt
ng 10 carry on s Il[‘llfl gaslon as well,
You know what would be the resuit
tather disastrous for ihe doctor's |
patients and the ln‘wvrr' . r,trnl:-' |2he stranss bast 1 that this enlales
that is whkat the Canadian author at of Canada s by no means peculiar

' ' means “T“!n‘

ome in doing }” T - merely to the Niterate clase, As far
r pressure. when jaded and worn

under p ‘I"-"“”"-'_ en J S haniia ns that goes the most amazing Ignor-

. - | ® i

nd tired ork produ ‘ance I8 revealed by even educated

uch conditions cannol possess the[pmple, in regard to Canada. I havs

re# and freshness and charm of *  been asked to “run over and call on
pontaneous plece of writing. And Mr. O. & triend of mine. who lives
ot writing is essentially a work nri“ such and such a part of Canada
the brain, lﬂd tﬂ do It well ons needs | p.fhl[' you know hlm " Impﬂll”ﬂ' 10
eedom from the thousand and one | .. oo comprehend That the “run
cares 2nd iaterruptions that beset th‘rﬂ\'ﬁl'" to call upon thelr friend would
working day. | mean travel of severa! days. Yet the
A National Asset ' eharacters in some of these “Canadlsn”
Comparatively speaking, we are a | stories,. written by the way as 4 news-
roung nation; but we are old enough paper man described them., “by
o recognize a thing of value when | writers who have seen Canada throuah
we possesr It, and I do not think any- | traln windows,” do some of the most
ane will question the statement that  amaszing sprints In a Tew hours be-
ternry tadent Is a nAtional asset | tween Ontario and Edmonton ad cther
aore Important than mers goid lll.rquallr distant points,
. therefore, hard to estimate tha: Calgary’'s Dublous Fame |

alue of a truly great author to his | Calgary has gone down to dublous

I
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|

l
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Announgement has been made by Sis

1tho national system, the pictures of

vice-president and general manager

president in charge of purchases and

that T was “in exile”™ somewhere 10| vice-president in charge of finance;
Yrtr'h". vague vicmity of the North Pole. | and telegraphs departments, insuran

at Toronte. Bottom row, F. Buller,

countr fame In at least two stories as n

Fresident Wilson recognized 1his small cow town of the wild west

adors 1o nearly all the courts of myad In parkas and mukluks (the garb |

burope-- Walles HHines Page, Mr.| ¢ Arctic reglong) and itn peopla Lravel
lorgenthau, Thomas Nelson Peoge about noet by automaobile as they do

2] authors e himaelf wWas AN | suils. and the other stuff w. Fesurrec

|

suthor as also was Roosevelt, and in L on carnivel occaslone Winnipeg. Mony-
iving them the greatest ‘lfl in the trenl, Quebec, and all the !Impotant
wower of the country America spokse parts of Canada suffer egqually in th.
er opinion of the author. The pres.  siories of these prolific apell binders.
pt sambassador to Greal Britain I8 There Is 2 monotonous similarity in all
an author as alwo was his predeces- | these snow pictures of Canada The
or, and Whitelaw HReld before Mr. same bag of tricks being u=ead over and

unless as a background for a forest |

Nage OVer AEAIn We all know '8 rec.pe
1
any of her best suthors s proving | beautifu! half-breeds, more FNOw,
plamitous, for In thelr place hay Freneh Canucke., Indiann <chiefa and
siigeed In the smart chariatans of 'h ' princesses. more snow, noble mounted
pen of other countrias, and thess have  police, innocent fuglitives from Justics
‘Aploited, misrépresanted and libel'sd ! mmore snow. polar bhaars. wle‘ahs. more
anada both In story and In motion | enow, mmasing sleigh dogs, pralria fires,

plotures, so thal there has gone 10r'0  more anow. & lone waste of land and
o the world & moat grotesque and | the woll's long how! There's Canada

ntrue ploturs of this country as depicted by the transient author
As Canada Is Pictured lupon our shores. To be typleady and
Spread abroad in magazine and book? | perfectly Canadilan the story must al ’
vl sprawisd upon the screen, we be wavse reveal an ullerly cold ampect of |
old our country piciured ap One =Vl r'ir"l‘]“.hfll" gdesain ! jon '
ating expanse of snow and 1o ! ireatl publicity, all this, fTon mrnml'l-L
W ROt recall ever arsing A& Lanatian  tlon purposer! The Scandinavianus, e |
Lieture that did not specialise on "GW | ing 2 hardy prople. mizght be undaunted. |
the main ','llinhl 1 ni {L"anada At 2 vl BT " MW Y. | SUITNauln, PRIl
i1a almost INCreqini: ihe L Uurinug MmIiEN el 20 home wilh iis |
Binion that peroapls auts'de aof Canady Looking For Snow |
I'BYE® TeREATAIDE Oour country R recm ) a0 IONE Ao A\l Hartfod pre |
pitor 10 Kagiand was apked by o ducer of geveral Canadlan plays (hy an
hool teacher 0 tell the children 1 American author) 1old a Calpgary aud
bout the ice palaces In which Cana-  ance that he had come out here o
rane lived A young waman here In Ake ""smow plctures Tor a Canadia
Mgary who came from BHoston has & play.” He frankly decisred that he
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In the cars of Canada the loss of | for the "“Canadian” pleture: anow. I"'lb-tﬂl into their systems the legeni

us down to (ll-fams by the poetic cap- |

i coax superior Immigration o our

Yates, treasurer of the G.T.R., Montr
controlier of the Grand Trunk railwa
controller of the C.N.R. at Montreal.
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could not find the snow he sought..
and was obliged to go o Arisona 1o
take his Canadian pictures there. He
sald with real wonder: |

“What Is the matter with you Cana-
diane? Why don't you get out and ront
and boost fov yYour climate? | cameo
here looking for snow, and 1 find a
country with the sunshine and mell-
ing warmih of California." |

(It was one of our open Chinook
winterz, by the way and they are not
uncommon by any means). '

Of course, we all know that we do
have & rbust, healthily cold winter,
bul no colder than a great part of the
United States. On the other hand |
there are paris iif."lllldl, where ”‘l"i

'climate is #o temperate that the ¢oun- |

try bloom# like the rose, even In winter
It is strange that in nearly all these
glories and pictures rnur"rrnln; Cl-l'lld.l.
A Canadian summer 8 seldom pletured,

or prairie fire before which the terri-
fied and tatlered Canadians fice afier
suffering incredible hardshipas.

Matchiess Climate

Few people outside of Canada knnw
that with the excepltion of the winer
months, the greaier part of this coun-
iry enjoys a c¢climate that cannot be
matched anywhere else, They have

i

|

of our Implacabic cold Kipling sent

tion of “"Our Lady of the Snowse™ and?
it will be many vears before we can
disprove that! dealgnation

Not merely our climate has been mis-
represented abroad, but sirange ocan-
arde are continually being set afloat
about Canada. Only recently the news-
papers Iun the Blates, and In Canada
oo, gave prominence to a story of the
amazing depredations of a band of
timbur wolves, *hat were ®ating man
by the wholesale Arn investigation of
this amasging snd absurd yarn proved
that it was entirely an invention: bt
the papers falled 1o give the prominence
to the eapomure of the Traud that they
gave 1o Lthe original story, and the
harm 10 that part of Canada at laas
WAs done

Threw Away the Crutches
We are 'n the midst of »a campaign

land, for we know that popuigtion I
the forerunner of prosperity, We am
sorely in peod of capital, and bdesides
mapital and population we npneed the
confdence. the trains and the presenca
of men who will help to develop ovar
country i1t 1z 18ne that CU'anada jearned | ¢
o walk wmithout crutches. It s neces- |
pary fer her to attain her Tl growth
and a pational prrsonalils We need 1o
prove 1o the world that heiping 1o .-I“-
volop this great And will not bDe mearely | |

‘A Useless gamble, but a magnificent
| speculation that will hing. In the wa
mighty rewards. JYor we know that|

[ —

We possess unmined weallh heynnd e
dreams of avarice; but whai s the |
uae of this weaslth which we know ilasx

hidfien in our country's Dos=om. Wis.
will 1t avall us f our coal, our ol

our salte, sur silver, our hellum, omt
geoid remaine ined What the |
valus of ovr ar turai iaaas i they | |
are pet cultivatesd and used What thes ||
Durpore of 1he EToalEest a2/ ‘road svysiam 1
s the world. I Lthere be DL B {iﬁPUTI-
lon 1o profit by 117 "
Wea need 1o procia'm o (he wo 4 |
that Canada possesses a1l 1w We
sed to dencunce the libels printed and |
alrawn AbHhout us e must provye T '
Canada has the climate and all of the
quln'l_“"! it hal ECG 1IN it he lnlhuht of :
one of the grealesl couniries upon ).
carth :
i oralo s advertlising maleria’ !
Fakiroa L ' e srivmen .y Twe Aca |

pamph i these have not VeI turned
o trick Tor ua 1 Delieve & nlnt!il
groat novel or poem from the magie |
penn of an insgired writer might Turn 1
all eves upen this Canada of ours
Power of the Wnriter
i1t was & woman's novel that awoks
the nat'onal conselence of 2 greatl coun- |
W and contributed to ring about
the Civll war. | refer to "Uncie Tom'l"
{"abn Frante was s« on fre when 1
I
]

!

1

,l the Marseillalse sprang ke a tTongue
‘of Bame from the pen and the hoars
‘of a poet 1 coud sames a2 hundred,

!
-

the tremendous power and value of the
work of the writle Thetefore, | ™
peat. the wvalue of the author to his |
COURIEY AR scarcely De GRAgEeralec. i
Fo besides population and capits, o

nay m thousand. nstances 1o HHlastrats | 1
|
! 4

' Canada’'s crying need is Tor dreamers.

andt 1¢ hisa clan the auther presm'n- t-1
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Canada’s Loss of Many ' 'ALONG CANADA'S NEW 'HIGHWAY
Of Best Authors Proves

Little Short of Calamity
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{Continped from page two)

: that there are only one or two 67 thres
possessing the gift of being able to set | periodicals that pay an author more |
down his thoughts upon the printel | than a nominal price for his work, it
page, to give them in fact expressiun | is only of late years that Canadians |
1o his dreams, he is more often than  have shown especial Interest in the work |
not ill-fitted to cope with conditions iIn | of their own authors. Our country has |
the hard world of business affairs; nor | been flooded with magazine and books |
does he recelve a reward commensur- | from the United States and England. |
ate with his services, Often he is and fthese fill our book shelves =zand|
blepsed or cursed with a great fount of  tables and librariee. and shoulder asidtf
uncommon eense, but not a pinch of | the perhaps more modest product of |
common sense, Nevertheless he is of | the Canadian author }
vital jmportance to this country, { Moreover, the author in Canada Is!

instead of the lurid, untrue pudding | not only poorly paid for his work puﬂ-!
which goes to the making of the sup- | lished here. but often walts indefinitely !
posed Canadian story, why should not | for payment, and sometimes !‘EEE!TEﬂ‘
one of our own authors cunning’y | most shabby treatment. Apropos of|
weave Into a tale something of the | this, I might Iinstance a recent (—*1-?_
fascinating glamor, the exciting spirit | perience of my Own.

i - ;
of sdventurs, the wonder and beauty An Author's Experience | e, o Ay o ooy cabe ) BRITIOH \

|
|
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of this land of ours fer pow -1 : . o] | o B % o SR, s g ST | o

pecially to Alb:m. wh:r;el hu:'e 'Ii:::!. - A, ooy ﬁ?“ﬂtr e ::'ue - li . e AR S S AT T AR COLUMalh g
| new Canadian magazine. They offered R R i G o)

payment upon acceptance and laid stress : ' :

' upon the fact that they were to be

an al! Canadian magazine. | sent twﬂrl

_ ; of a eeries of four siories concerning
There's a slory In our coa! mines;

the same eubject and people. 1 lald
something more valuable than oil may | emphasis upon the fact that I was

spring from our wells to electrify and | _
' submitting m tories to the f
thrill all of the world. Ii's names N e Nem purel

: 15:&;:- Canadian publication, and that I
romance: ' reserved al] other rightss. I made
Land of Romance |gpec:ial mention of the value of the |
For this s a land of rcmance whizh | American and Eng'],fgh righlg o me, and
cries aloud to be told in story arnd in | 1 advised these people that such stories
song. It appeals to the imagination.!| could not be published In Canada till I
it stirs something Into restless activity; had first placed them in the States and
it spurs the writer with a longing for | England for simultancous or prior pub-

' the ahility to portray in vivid, beauti- | jjcation.
ful words the Incredible charm of this They accepted my stories upon those |
slrange and almost unknown land. If | terms. and were flattering in their
obsesses one with an almost painful opinion of them, stating that check
desire to capture the golden sunshine of | would g0 o me forthwith. Months went[
Alberta and imprison [t between the hy and no cheek. A eouple of monthe |
pages of a book. AED appeared what they termed !hc—*:rij manufacturers, booksellers, literary
Can our Canadian Rockies ever be- | inaugural issue In which apneared the | agents and brokers depend in a large
come commonplace though we see them  gret of my stories, contalning matter | part for their living upon the work of

1; l O . f N
every day? The Q{Qeeuvination of OUr that should not have been In the story. | the euthor. The fourth great business a
pralries, bathed In that mystic haze  yy American rights were disregarded, | in the States today !s sald to be the B ” W d
thal seems to merge sky and land in and a check was sent to me abhout eight | motion picture industry, and the mo- an - m ermere oa l

for the last half dozen years. Why not
a2 great novel of our ecattle lands? May
not some etrong, hot pen, unfold the
eple of our marvellous grain fislds?

--_-'- — —
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one, And gives € BiTange mpression months after the acceptance of my story. | tion pictures depend meainly upon the |

¢ fmmeasural -“i;:-r!ar.-.‘i' ar:id & slience  Thig cheeck was protested by the bank, | creailons of the author. They could
that is as mysterious as the dawn IS and to this day I have not been paid | not carry on without the author. Never- | . es ace on une I

aimost beyond the power of deseription. | g5 my story, desplte (he fact that it!| theless the author's regard is small |
Now the qualities that make of this .iarted this special magasine along with | when compared with the returns that |
ountry a fascinating place in which | o pig sale. flow into the laps of tnose who depend | |
0 'fi"l'- ?Plt‘-'ﬂfﬂ also to the literary in- This unprinecipled treatment does not | upon his product. NW Hi‘h“y to Am mu“nd' Of MOtori.t' to c‘m"
giinct ol lhe wWriler. mean a reflection on other Canadian } a foF otion - . rts s |
A :' Finding the Answer mM&ERAZines; but Iin any event the re- pii“?:e”!::iz? ;;‘;.lpr:hefﬂprgt}fuced' dlln ROChe‘. ‘iﬂ Fm Rm Tnn'c_ontmen-
\ ¥ may be asked, quite naturally, if | muneration is 30 low, and the terms of | . o..no star engaged to play my heroine | tal Tmn‘ Now a Popuhr Pastime I
Lhis country Is such a mine of liter- | payment so long that it hardly pays 0| . ccived for her three months' work |
R— starial why has n s amn f o L ¢ o - - ' ey > & . . : T
. Rsap oty By s Fogr - '3".%?'3?: write for a4 Canadian periodical. A |g$150,000. I recelved $10,000—$140,000 HE automobile has become a national institution for traus-
author -tilizsed I, and the answer Is few there are that do pay falrly well, | 1,92 than the acfress. Yet ] believe the | e x - = 3 b » et
not far to seek. The Canadian author | but it seems that If they use always| ,.:hor is more important than the actor continental touring and in United States five million persons |
does not live In Canada, or if he does  the work of the same authors, and at T to a play. There are millions of pretty last year are recorded as havlng whirled from one national

orks at other employment. Some ex- | lsast one of them has opened its pages | ¢.oc hut only & limited number of I!ﬂ.l'k to another. Boston to the Pacific cvast by motor is QPHillg

ellent work Indeed has been done by | to outside contributions, and favors the | 1 2inc of the tv i r : . .
rain the type required to write a g . :
our writers concerning Canada, but, | work of certain Canadians resident in play. However, in my own case, the star | to be as casual as train travel. With a camp outh tied to the run-

for the most part, sueh writer's fame | the States. True, it also gives con-| .4 & great reputation, and though | ning boards and a few additional auto parts, the motorists are able
has been more or leas local, so (hat | siderable space to authors resident here, | ,, v 01f had attained to some celebrity, | to dress in their sports clothes, throw care to the wind and seareh

their productions cannot compete with | but rather for minor contributions. [ was outclagssed. Still, it seems to me ' : ”a'
outclassed. Still, * | out Nature with the help of a litt]
p -

| ‘ line.
that of the fellow acrosse the line who Depend Upon the Author | that the difference In price paid to Hotels are OB]}' used on ba ' P;Eghﬁo as the chief fun is to l)iiﬂ'}l
. : 2y = i n -

hae the righi-of-way inte ;;r:)pu:.-;u'I It might not be inapropos for me t0| .. .thor and actress was out of all pro- :

magzazines and upon the screen, More- | point out the fortunes that have heen portion. tlle tent il‘.'l the open and (,'-OOk, racdcamp ﬁrP, Or, 48 lh the ‘ilse
OVaR, AVEry ~coumNsry  predudes but a mede and are b2ing made from the A Limited Company 1— -— ' out thr West. over spe-
imited number of reaily great writeras | product of the brain of the author. Pub- s '

% iy _
Taken all In all, the authors of Can- | cannot all produce world shakers, but c:ally bu.lt camp stoves estab-

Canada has produced a fair average, | lishers and theatrical managers have ' x ]
bul conditions here are most discousag- | become rich. Actors, newspapers, song | #da are but a limHed company. Not each in his way may do his bit to show§ Jigha i the open places, Rustie
the Canada we desire the world to

ng’ for the author. Apart from the fact | publishers, mugic flrms, gramophone | all are endowed with a great gift. We : : T . .
’ l know. With the impetus glven to our camps are H]Pﬂ r‘liii 1 I' in most of

—— —~ e e craft by the Canadlan Authors” as- the national ]‘.IHI‘I{S wher» motor-
sociation, svhich was the inspiration of ‘qtq may rest f“r a fp“' ']a\'g or
Murray Gibbon, of the C. P. R., we may L SO . Ll | ol
in time attain to an equally independent weeks, in cabins rented at a

IS position such as that more or less oc- moderate ];rirp and within a .
| cupied by the authors of the United|short walk of a community
s a l‘ : on e- States today. When Canadians realize house and dininu hall
sufficiently the wvalue of its authors, , _
and we are able to Uve in Canada with- Opening the Rockies

then it is possible ¢hat Canada will be | this yvear to be opened 1o all such
properly depicted in story and in song | motor tourists, for the Canadian gov-
Dl’. Chase S

and a real Canadian spirit be revealed |ernment in cooperation with the
in our lterature, Canadian Pacific rallway, has com- '
HE extreme congestion
which accompanies this

J
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|  That you may have some idea of just | pleted the Banfl-Windermere auto-
| what we possess In the way of talent, | mobile road which throws open Banf,
| I will tell you what 1 know of at {east | Lake Louise and Windermere Valley
| a few of our authors. I am sorry that | 10 motorisis.

 many very clever and notable Canadian| Bungalow camps are being planned
| writers are nol on my list, because I at convenient and beautiful poinis
| do not personally know their work. | to accommodate just sucl travel In

| gave by hearsay, but 1 expect to become | addition to the regular trave! which |
;arquaimed with it, and later may be | comes by rail.

able o tell you something about them. The new road will be formally

Murray Gibbon First opened on June 30 and will permit |,

First of Canadan authors. out of re- the whole tide of motor traffic up and |
| gard for whet he has done in founding | 30Wn the Pacific coast to travel from |,
the Canadian Authors assoclation. San Diego to Portland, thence up the
' which has been of incalculable help In Columbia highwas to Spokane and so |,
fostering interest, and arousing a truly | ™ through the -n Inh:m‘ border, up |,
patriotie feeling to say nothing of its the Windermere Valley, through 1?-9
srectical value snd work among the | Canadian Pacific Rockies 1o the |,
authors, I put Murray Gibbon. Butl|famous resoris of Banff and lLake |
Murray Gibbon should not merely be lounise. From lLake Lounise (he I"‘r‘m
judged by the Authors’ association. He to*ist may go to the Valley of Ten

. _.__
k]

Resident In Canada, we have a “-“-r;:'

! “Fl s d s an author of no mean power and] ™™ ks and Moraine Laks This 1Is |,
- 4 ! L4 3 . ) & n
}ear S u an the charm. His "Conquering Herp” is lald entirely new country for the '”””.-;I t
. - - . : . aching from the West, althous
h l f er . d \V]th in our mountains, and his Jast hook | FETOAl T T
lg ] e\ el aSSOCIate “"Pagan Love™ is one of Ltivs remarkabile ;"'L rr;'d f'”.“l e 'il '-.- - e '[ 1: n
. 2 - : o aad ' Aake Loulise through LI, DAS DeS r
] > h Vv I'V |iterary productions of the past vear. i i el
lt ea‘( e t e patlent e - Of the authors resident in the ['nited In cpe-ation Two yes '
T k d ' 5 States or abroad, there is Basll King. Tue cornecting of this [ink MalLas
wea an Ilen Ou‘" Arthur Stringer, Harvey O'Higzgins, jit Dassibie Jor mol T I ) e | ]
- Ernest Thompson Seton, Bliss Carman, | Fart to *our a'l ! natimm LArKs |
People who are familiar Agnes Laut, Sir Gilbert Parker, Robert | of the Un't=d States sid visit thowe |
: : - Service, Willard Mack and many others n he Canadian ¥V fic Rock] L 8
with the splendid restora- e e e e . Tt T ‘Trait i n-
1y ' d. - q and of internstional fame. Just think | the country to the olher are gencr- |
tive and upbuilding nflu- of the loss they represent 1o Canada. |ally ezeslient. The cost of such
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