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An Author in Hollywood

By Winnirrep Eaton REEVE
(Cnoto W atanna)

HE train from New York i3 due
Hollywood prepares to make one of its
typical pubheity gestures. Not, it is
true, of the magnitude or hysterical
and blatant quality such as 15 accorded a
Star, a DMovie Executive or a Peaches
Browning, but, taken all i all, a nmice refined
little. hullabaloo. Adfter all, 1t i1s only an
Eminent Author who is arriving in Holly-
wood. e 1s met at the train by cameramen,
reporters, a star or two, mayvbe a divector,
perhaps even the Mayor and a bunch of
minor and major Movie folk that the pab-
licity director has managed to round up
for the occasion.

IFor a few days at least our Eminent
Author basks in the sunshine and favor
of the City of Props. He is wined and
dined, photographed, touted, exploited, n-
terviewed, quoted, misquoted. Every
prospect pleases. He has a remarkable
contract i his pocket. Five hundred dol-
lars a week for the hrst three months;
seven hundred and fifty dollars for
the next six; one thowsand dollars a
week for the next year and so on ad
mirscant,  Small wender that he gives
| forth an interview 1o the effect that he
15 charmed with Hollywood anc
intends to devote the rest of his
literary life to the Great Art of
Motion Pictures.

Like fun he is! At the end of
the three months, he will get a

T little note to the effect that the
p. option on his contract ‘15 not
L to he exercised by the Pro-
4 dncer.
4 T'o one author who remains
i1y ]"[x‘r”_'.".rq:-l_ul, there are -a
At the top: Henry score who make their silent
Lrving D“a@‘:j then exit at the end of the three |
EE?IT:::I. E;:F'}“V__m Vechten, Months, Not all go silenily, |
Elinor Glyrn  and Jeseph Many fare forth shooting ver-
Hergesheimer bal fireworks behind them.
“The survival of the Gttest”
does not apply in Hollywood, so far as anthors are concerned,
The tonchstone to success is not creative brains, talent or in- |
ventive genius, The nspirational writer, however big Ins
dreams and his product, cannot hope to compete with those
possessed of sharp wits, craft, salesmanship, pull, politics ant
the thousand and one petty tricks that contribute to one's intiu-
ence 1 this game,
Ba About a week after his arrival our Eminent -Author finds

himself parked in an ugly little office in a noisy rackety-
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rains

Is as a Lamb in an Abat

packetty building. (Some studios are he-
ginning to grant the authors offices as good
as the secrefaries of the executives). The
refined hullabaloo aforementioned has he-
come 2 thing of the dazzling past. Our
author has been patted on the back for the
last time,

An Original by Susy Swipes

E sits in his office and scans, with bulg-

mg eyes, lis hrst assignment. He 1s
presently ether convulsed with wild mirth
or 15 stricken dumb with incoherent
wrath. He ]m,n_;. been assigned to adapt
and treat an ‘“'original” by one Susy
Swipes or Davy Jones of Holly wooi,
It 15 an amazing, an incredible docu-
ment. Its language is almost bevoned
credence, It is a mghtmare patchwork
that contains mcidents and characters
ancdd gags and plots of a hundred or
more stories that are horribly reminis-
cent to the Eminent Aunthor.

A wise and prudent Eminent Aunthor
will set right to weork upon Susy's or
.[}ﬂ'l.'}'l.ﬁ .E.ll::lT}". SI:?['I'IEtE'ITIIL"El .I]li:l"r'l.’L"‘".'{,‘['.. .E'IE
bolts out of hiz office and dashes across
the lot to the opulent administration
building, where in ornately luxurious
offices the favorites and powers that be
hold forth.

“Foolz rush in where angels fear to
treacd.” “Whom the pods destroy they
first make mad.”" Alas! How sadly
these adages apply to the Enunent
Author in Hollywood as he forces his

pervisor, or even such movie rovalty as
a procducer.

Let us draw a kindly veil over what
ensues. We will change the subject.

Talking about supervisors. Some are
human beings, spealing the author's
own language, possessed of a sense of
humor, keen, sympathetic and kind.
Others belong to that clan that a de-
parting  author (was it not Wil
Iewm 7} quamntly dubibed “the dese and
dose and dem boys’™ These bright
young fellows sometimes mistake
Macterlinck for a patent medicing and
have been known to E'I:_]LLII a story by
Vietor Hugo bL“LdlI‘-B he “keeps a res-
taurant down town.” Usually they
have a low opinicn of authors, consider
them pests and bugs and duck out of
their way when they sec one coming.

(Continwed on page 110)
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Pretty Eyes!
in a moment

M oA smedsent ko LR [ snarkle with life |
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Chester Conklin justifies hiz blowing hiz own horn by the asserfion that music hath charms.
Hut r'-']a.r].' Hri:m.. wh::.:n Car is e rest, r.a.[wa i-:-lr-r:pli{m h his excuse,

points. out, to what you call muse

Butchering Brains

(Continwed From page 29)

J.lls a”! ncmn:l:inh, :11:'

They are the big guns that the author
11ii%d |||'|:-|_:-il_i:':|-e:'I deter 11, conciliate. ||.‘|'.I:|'I'I
beou e, ¥ he would remain i Holiv-
Wil

Golden Rules for Writers

Lanys Uncer, plavwright and avther of
"Romance,”  “Starlight” and = many
other well-known plays, gives the follow-
le:_.' recipe to aspirfing movie writers:
“Stody pantoinime, fencing, hoxing, Yid-
dizh, Ruzsian and German. Forget Enz-
lish, American, reading and writing.”
The situation 15 ot devoid of edifica-
ticnn 1o the author. He iz flled with un-
holy  joy and admiaration as be scans the
patent medicine advertizements of his new
contemporarics.

I AM AN AUTHOR AND I CAN
PROVE IT!

Thus ingenuouzly proclaims Bennie Ba-
lonsky in a full-page ad im 2 Hlm trade
paper.

I WANT THE WORLD TO ENOW
THAT IT WAS I WHO WROTE:
*I.AM YOUR WIFEM

Thus another Susy Swipes. Her num-
ber is lépion . Hollywood. She s
perched in the softest and plumpest of
the seaks of the mighty, amd sometimes, 5o
I hawve heard, she is perched upon the
Enee of a movie exccoutive,

Irvin Cobb is credited with a classic
utterance a2t the end of a chastic confer-
ence. I dare not misquote him, but 1 do
!-.I'I-f'-l' that his waords |"\-:'|I'|'.'l._'l1_,'..'|:|_ a cordial
iyvitation ta ihe manhandlers of his brain
product to cut a chunk of their throats and
take the trail to a certain city whose tem-
perature iz high.

Michael Arlen left Hollywood sasping
and smarting, 5

Hergesheimer studied Hollywood through

Lis A (EERAREES SPECE, with rq-su]l_'il'lg exece]lent
|'.lLI|ﬂEl.‘"iI:. ior the el |:'.'|'i||;'I Aileen P:ringlt.
Clever girl, Alilcen,  The first of the stars
to become komown: as  Fhe Authors
Friend !

CGeorge Jean Mathen dodged Ehe Time-
Light m the company of a modest: blazing
sLar.

Laurence Stallings chucked his tongue
in hiz cheelk, COlceasionally.  rargantuan
laughter proclaimed his  appreciation of
the whole large humor of Hallywood.

Chivee, as scenario editor, T recommended
Elliz - Parker Butler's classie: “Pigzs s
Pige" [ was shooted down with the ob-
jection that the censors and Will Havs
would mever stamd for a picture about hozs,

Dxie Wilzon blew into Flollywood—E
oie of bouffant form may be sawd to blow,
waving  triumphantly  an  extraordikry
contract, Mo mere scenario wriler was
this girl from the Ringling Circus to be;
but a full-fedeed director—so said Dhsie.
Three or six months later, Thxie exited as
silently as a mouse,

Carl Van Vechten peeped im-at the win-
dow, cocked a goizzical evebrow  and,
totizwe in check; extolled the virtoes of the
movie  cify, which- he proposed to send
down to posterity via the pages of his
next bool

Edmund Goulding Prospers

pMUND GovLoiyG dropped in merely 1o
have a look aroand. He expeceed. to
stay a day or two, He remained to become
one of it Freatest scenarists and directors.
Now he 13 back m New York, with two
of Iis plays im rehearsal and a novel on
the prezs.  He will return 'to. Hollywood,
l:||:-|]_'.".-.-'-:'|l':lr| 15 niok _E']l'!-|'|_-.'-.'.'|,||:|r_! wathioat h:l:l!l!l,
and therg are a score of down-apd-oiters
who muss the Lift, the encouraging, snappy
word and the dollar or two that Eddie
was wont to slip into their hands so gen-
erously,
“Well, how do vou like it agked a fa-
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o mous  producer of Clarence  Budington

B

Kelland, after be had permotied the agthor
to see the screen version of one of his
gtomies. PFalling mite the producec’s own
i:Jil.--n-Lr Felland replied :
“T ain't a-going 1o kiss you!
Darothy Farnum reminds one of Anita
Lass. She looks like a schoolgirl, a very
pretly blonde one, and has the brain of a
Titerary \":pnlem} She tripped out of
magazine writing and ||15111uat|:~rl her way
deitly to the very p-r:al-: of scemario writing,
Only master scripts are  assigned  her.
HBean Brummel," “Tesz of the DXUirber-
villes,™ the Carbo opuses, are from her
cpen. Like Franees: Marion, she is pos-
gessed of exceptional beauty and brains,
Erances Marion, incidentally, iz withour a
foiht the createst of the scenario writers.
She iz also 2 novelist
Winifred Duon, who wrote for the bet-
ter class magazines: before the movies cap-
tured her, looks like what we magine
Jong Evre did. It seems incredible that
this fragile girl is responsible for that epic
of a pug, "The Patent-Leather Kid."
“Sparrows’ i3 another original of Miss
[iumnn's.
Dionald MeGibney staved long enough to
m‘lapt his  Saturday I‘zlﬂlz.ll-c; Post story,
“Two Arabian Enights,! and hurried hack
tn New York, DBut I':[nil}'wumI had. potten
inte his bloml, He is back now. e savs
T is competing with the butcher, the jani-
for; the  mavoer, the plumber amd every
other perzon in Hollywood as a scenarist.

q=r

Doty Thought Dotty

Dcul.n:mi Doty be-spectacled, scholarly

high-brow writer and  editor of the
Coirtury Magasine, startled the sober and
respectable world of which he was a prized
ornament by suddenly breaking the chains
and shackles that bound hinn to his edito-
rial chair amd home. He shot owt for
Hoflywood,  There he appeared withoall
“the bubbling spirits and jazzy clothes of a
aollege youth.  What an exhilarating sea-
son ioHowed. The former editor dropped
tent years of his age, amd even asquired
beight.. He no longer indites high-hrow
editorials, bt sparkling scenarios, amd,
moreaver, he has acouired the prettiest
hittle movie wife imaginable and an ador-
able Doty Jumior.

This, however, is only one and an un-
nanally exceptiotnal imstance of a profes-
stonal writer's successful assimilation into
the motion picture industry. The average
hiterary man finds himself guite unable to
eope with the viewpoint of the Rlm-makers.
Too, he is not infrequently aghast at their
onception of him. amd his work.

Was it not Arthur Strinper. who submitted
*Perila of the Deep” to a well-known
producer, and was nearly paralveed when
said producer threw it back at him with:

Maw! Thon't want no more stories
about pearls!"

aanl an Emment Author 1o an Eminent
Producer !

“May I have the honor of dedicating
my new hook Lo vou?”

"Etrtaml]-’ replied the flattered pro-
aucer. “When do you wish me to be ready
and where does the ceremony tale place®™

The author was voung and he had been
born in Australia. The supervisor was
also young, aml he had hwn bharn on Ellis
IE—l'li'lil Said the supervisor:

N come from Australia?"

“Neg £ir."
:'Hm. Speak J’Luatrl‘:l.n, heht”
“Why, no, sir.

; Huw long have you heen in this coun-
T.'Il'

%n& n}unth s

; t! Where you learn to gpeak
English so quick :

Do you buy
advertised goods?

Or coursE you do; evervbody does. Just run
over in your mind the various articles that
vou have purchased in the last week or the
lazt month. How about foods? Your break-
fast fruits, cereals and bacon are all ad-
vertised. Probably that iz how vou first
came to know of them—through advertising,
Probably the shoes you are wearing, or the
dress or suit you have on, are equally well-
known advertised makes, and vou are proud
of 1.'!1’_‘.1]1,

In the home. On the floor are rugs and
linoleum—the better wearing kinds are ex-
tensively advertizsed. What about the
kitchen? Aluminum ware, gas ranges, hot
water heaters, dish and  clothes, washers,
cooking utensils of all kinds—practically
everything you use is advertised. You buy
advertised products because you have con-
fidence in them. You know that a manu-
tacturer cannot afford te advertise shoddy or

unworthy merchandise.

Advertizing iz one form of insurance. Tt
gj'l-'l:"ﬁ Yo i r[.‘llllng l:'l'r ja{‘-l'Fr‘l'.’r. l:"l:“lﬁl']!":l'll"i': ET]!:E
HHF‘I’"}'_ “'I'll'_"]'! Yl .F.I!"l]{ F'I__.ll' AL ad‘lr'l?rtiﬁd_‘r:l I'll'.i,l“f].|
for vou know that vou will get the quality
anid zervice you expect. The name is the
fuarantee,

The more you read advertising the more
vou will know about human progress. Yom
will become well posted in almost every line
of human endeavor and a canny judee of
values. Reading advertisements is a fine
habit, Cultivate it.

T ©

Read the advertisements in

Morion Picture Magazing

ard buy advertised goods.

Thﬁ}f are the safest invest-
ment
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